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I 4 Letter Of Dr William O,Iivcr, FR S. con-

cerning a Calenture.

S IR,

N the month of Axg. 169341 was called upon about
& four a Clock in the morning, to fee a Sailer on board
the Albemarle Man of War, in a violent Calenture. He was
between 30 and 40 years of age, brown hair’d, pretty tall,
bat thin, and had not much fefh about his Bones. When
I faw bim fir(t, 1 found him in the hands of 3 or 4 of his
Lomrades, who were hardly able to manage him, becaufe
of hissftrugglings, and conftant endeavours to get from
them. T obferved, he very often cryed out, he would
gointo the green fields 5 - his looks were as furious and
wild as thofe of a Lyon,and évery now and thenhe would
heartily curfe thofe that held him. The firft thing I did
was to examine his Pulfe, I feh, ‘tistrue, a diforderty mo-
tion of the Elood inthe Artery, and a burning fiery heat
all-over his habirof body, but eou’d perceive no diftini-
on, or vibration of Pulfeatall. The Sargeon of theShip,
a good experienc’d'man in that way, had, before I came,
atcempted tobleed bim but thothe Véin of the Arm was
fairly open'd, yet eon’d he not procure-an ounce-of Blood
from thence.  Upen that Torder'd him to open the fron-

3! Vein_ which fucceeded no better, for that foon ftope

‘too. ‘Thispur me upon-trying a third time, what effects
the opening the Jugular Vein might have,  Frem this Vein,
tho our Orifice was pretey large, we had aboitt 2 Ounces

of Aorid thick Bleod, and then it quite fropt there too..

Ewas, I muitconfefs not a lictle furpriz’d atthis; and or-
der'd the Surgecn to unbind his Arm, and try whether he
could make him bleed again at that Orifice, which I re-

member
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member He did in a {mall quantity, and then ftopt as be-
fore. However, having three Orifices open at that time;
we drew biood fometimcs from one, and fomctimes the
other, where we faw it run moft freely. After feveral
effays of thiskind, I alwaysobferved asthe Veficlsemptied,
he bled more freely, and at-laft as falt as I delired.

WNow I'was all along of opinion, we ought to continue
his bleeding till we faw fome vifible alterations, and ‘confi-
derable abatements of his Symptoms, which happer'd in
about half an hours time after I faw him, and then I felc
his Pulfe again, which now began to beat diftin&tly, but
very quick. Not long after this, for he bled well enough
now, 1 obferv’d his Strugglings werc not {0 firong, hisRa-
vingsand crying after green Fields teft off, his wild Looks
much abated, and not only his Pulfe had recovered its
due and regular Vibrations, but his heats were moderated
too, and the Fury of his Spirits lay’d to that degree, that
he that jult now was as furious as a Lyon, was grown fo
tame, that one man was able eafily to manage him as he
pleafed. Inthis half hour, as near as we cou’d guefs, we
took from him about fifty ounces of Blood fromn the three
Orifices mention’d. By:this time I thought we had enough,
{fo I order’d him to his Himmack, as foon as'we had fe-
cured the Orifices from bleeding again, and dire&ted the
Surgeon to-give him an Oance of Diacodium in a draught
of Barley Water, as he went intoit : Upon- this he {lept
till about Noon, when he awaked with no other Com-
plaint, but of weaknefs from hislofs of Biood, and a fore-
neis all over his Body, occafion’d, I prefum-, from his viow
1ent Convulfions and Endeavourstd get loofe.

This was the only Calentnre I'faw ail the-while ¥ was
inthe Fleetfornear three years, two Summers of which |
fervd in the Mediterrancan, and this happen’d in the Bay
of Bifeay, inthe Latitude of 47, in the month of Augut,
"Fhey are, I hear, more frequent in warmer Climates, tho
very often undifcover'd«

The
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The reafon limaginto be this, when they arefeiz d with
this violent Heat and Diforder, which for the molt part
happens in the Night, they fteal privately over-hoard ino
the Sea,imagining they’re going into the greco f1-lds. And
this I take to be the reafon we fee {o few,tho I have heard
frequently in the Mediterranean in Summer titne, and ve-
ry kot Weather, of Seamen loft iu the night, which the
Sailers took forgranted were gone off upon fuch like oc-
<afions unoblerved. And Fremember very well, this per-
fon was aCtually going - over-board , when one of
his Brethren, who fufpelted his: defign, as Le told me,
caught hold of him juft ashe was going toleap off, call'd
for help, and fecur’d him by this Accident.

This Ditemper, [ am of opinion,is what we call a Phyesi-
tis,occafioned. by a more than ordinary t flervefcence and
heat of the Blood, “which diftradling and confounding, if
not inflaming the Animal Spirits, the proper and immedi-
ate Minilters of themind,is the caufe of all thofe irregular
motions, violent Explofions and Convullions., Hence ‘tis
the Animal Idea’s are confus'd, the Imagination deprav'd,
and®all the rational Funéions diforder'd. From thefe
Orgafinis in the Animal Spirits, we may, I fancy, give fome
account of the want of Yuife too, their conftant and im-
petuous Motions through the Fibires, not admitting any
ditinét Arterial Vibrations  And ‘perhaps Phlebotomy
did not fucceed at firft, becaufe the Orifices contra&ing
pre‘ently. prevented -its Effufion, and probably the thick-
nefs of the Blood concure’d not a little ir: this Phenome-
non. His calling out for the green Fields,the true Criterion
of this Difeafe, I take to be from the violent heac he was
then in, which made him fancy green Ficlds and open Air
to cool Limfelt in at chat time, the Ship beirg too warm
for him under thefe Circumftances, for wan: of Air. And
iaftly, Calentuses bappen oftner by Night than by ey,
becanfe our Ships are moft clofely fhoe up by INight, and
aie lefs airy than they arein the day time.

iI. Caigueya,



